Winchester Zoning Ordinance

ARTICLE XXH

TABLE OF PERMITTED USES

In each District, as established by ARTICLE 1l, entitled "Districts”, the use of land,
buildings and structures shall be regulated as provided in this Article, and as provided

elsewhere in this Ordinance. The District designations, as shown at the top of each
table, are as follows:

CBD
RES
RR

AG

indicates Central Business District FL indicates Forest Lake Overlay
indicates Residential District District
indicates Rural Residential CM indicates Commercial District
District HC indicates Highway Commercial
indicates Agricultural District District
FLP  indicates Floodplain District
w indicates Wetlands District

Permitted Uses:

Any use identified by the letter "P" shall be permitted, subject to the
requirements of this Ordinance.

Special Exceptions:

The granting of a permit for any use identified by the letters "SE" may be
authorized by the Zoning Board of Adjustment in accordance with the provisions
of Article XVI, subject to any conditions or limitations specified therein.

Uses Not Permitted:

No building, structure, or land in any District may be used, erected, or
designated to be used, in whole or in part, for any use identified by the letters
"NP", except for nonconforming uses, which may be continued under the
provisions of Article XIV (Nonconforming Uses).

Uses Subiject to Other Regulations

Special Exceptions and permitted uses shall be subject to, in addition to use
regulations, such regulations of height, area, yard setback, lot size and area, lot
width, provisions for off-street parking, and to such other provisions as are
specified in other sections hereof.
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Winchester Zoning Ordinance

TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS

DISTRICT DESIGNATIONS

A. RESIDENTIAL

1.

Single Family Dwelling
a. Residence occupied by
not more than one family.

b. Manufactured Housing on
individual lots.

** Only in an existing MH

park or a PRD.

Two-Family Dwelling

New Multi-Family Dwelling
Building or group of buildings
for occupancy by three or
more families in separate
dwelling units.
Conversion of Dwelling
Structures
Subject to Article HI, K.
Lodging
a. Bed & Breakfast
Establishments, Inns,
Hotels
b. Motel or Tourist Cabins

B. INSTITUTIONAL USES

1.

5.

6.

Public or private school,
college, or other educational
institution.

Public or private day nursery
school or kindergarten.

Library or museum, open to
the public or associated with a
permitted institutional use not
conducted as a gainful
business.

Place of Worship
Hospital, Sanitarium

Convalescent Home,
Nursing Home, Assisted Living

Residences, Continuing Care
Retirement Communities
7. Cemetery
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Winchester Zoning Ordinance

C. RECREATIONAL USES

1.

2.

3.

4.

Public park or playground,
including accessory shelter,
private grounds for games and
sports.

Public recreation or private
community center building.

Private club or lodge operated
for members or employees
only.

indoor and outdoor
recreational activity conducted
as a gainful business.

4a. Commercial race tracks .

5.

Indoor firearm and/or archery
range.

D. PUBLIC SERVICE/UTILITIES

1.
2.

3.

4,

Public Utility Structures

Radio, Television, Satellite
Dishes, Telecommunication
Facilities

Public Works Facility; Fire,
Emergency, or Police Station

Municipal Parking Facility

E. RETAIL BUSINESS/ CONSUMER
SERVICES

1.

Retail sale of merchandise
where all display and sales are
conducted within a building,
including gifts, books, florists.
Lunchroom, restaurant,
cafeteria, or other eating place
where alcoholic beverages are
not sold or consumed on the
premises.

Theater, hall or other place of
amusement or assembly.
Barber, beauty shop, laundry
and dry cleaning shop, shoe
repair, self-service laundry,
photographer's studio or other
similar establishments.
Undertaking or Funeral
Establishments.

Printing shop, photoengraving
shop or similar establishments.
Boarding Kennels

First class restaurants approved
by the State Liguor
Commission where alcoholic
beverages are consumed on
the premises.

Grocery Store
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Winchester Zoning Ordinance

10. Convenience Store with or
without gasoline sales.

F. OFFICE USES

1. Office of architect, attorney, or
other similar professional
person or firm not accessory to
a main residential use.

2. Real Estate, Insurance, Travel,
and other agency office.

3. Bank office building, post
office or other similar
establishment.

4. Medical, Dental, other
Healthcare Facilities.

5. Veterinary Establishments

6. Governmental office building.

. OPEN AIR AND DRIVE-IN

RETAIL USES

1. Sale of flowers, garden
supplies, agricultural produce.

2. Other drive-in open air sales
places or drive-thru
restaurants.

3. Sale of new or used cars in
open lots, or outdoor sales or
rental agency for automobiles,
motorcycles, boats, mobile
homes, etc.

4. Drive-in theater, stadium or
outdoor place of public
assembly.

. WHOLESALE BUSINESS/

STORAGE, TRANSPORTATION

1. Wholesale business, and
storage in roofed structure but
not including wholesale
storage of flammable liquids,
gas or explosives.

2. Open lot storage, accessory to a
business on the same
premises, or new building
material, contractor
equipment, machinery and
metals.

3. Open lot storage of coal, coke,
sand or other solid fuel or
similar material.
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4. Open lot storage of secondhand
lumber or other used building
material, junk, scrap, paper,
rags, and discarded or
dismantled motor vehicles.’

VEHICULAR SERVICE AND
STORAGE

1. Filling station, gasoline service
station, repair garage.

2. Motor freight terminal, and
yards for the storing and
servicing of trucks, provided
that such freight terminals and
yards are no less than 150 feet
from a residential use.

INDUSTRIAL USES

1. Assembly, manufacture,
processing, packaging, or other
industrial operation.

2. Sawmill operations in
structures, forest products
manufacture.

To prohibit in all districts, the
construction, operation or
maintenance of facilities
designed to process, recycle,
incinerate, store, treat,
transport or dispose of solid
waste as defined by RSA 149-
M:1 XIX, refuse as defined by
RSA 149-M:1 XVll-a,
putrescible materials as
defined by RSA 149-M:1 XVI,
sludge from a waste treatment
works, septic, sewerage, or
ash resulting from the
incineration of the foregoing
other than at a facility owned
and operated by the Town of
Winchester. Storage of
household and commercial
waste generated on site
pending removal to a waste
disposal facility and recycling
of waste produced on site or
collected by a volunteer
organization is permitted.
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K. AGRICULTURE CBD RES RR AG FL M HC FLP w
1. Agriculture, including sales of

farm produce. P P P P P p P NP NP

2. Keeping of livestock NP pr* p* p* px* NP NP NP NP

L. OTHER PRINCIPAL USES CBD RES RR AG FL M HC FLP w

1. Accessory Uses
a. Structure or use accessory P p P P P P P P P
to a permitted land use
2. Main Use of Land not
Involving Structures

a. Forestry, growth and P P P p P p P P p
harvesting of timber
b. Removal of loam, sand, NP NP SE SE NP SE SE NP NP

gravel, or stone for sale,
pursuant to RSA 155-E,
provided no material may
be removed in such a way
as to leave a depression
below the average grade
of the adjoining land
unless specifically
authorized, and no stone
crushing or other noisy or
dusty process is permitted
within 300 feet of any
highway or within 300 feet
of any other property line.

** A minimum of 2 acres is required for 2 or fewer animals; for 3 or more, a land-to-animal ratio must follow
recommendations of the Cheshire County Extension Service.

* A minimum of one acre is required for two or fewer animals; for 3 or more, a land-to-animal ratio must
follow recommendations of the Cheshire County Extension Service.
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PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

A. AUTHORITY:

Pursuant to the provisions of RSA 674:21 and in furtherance of the
policies, goals and objectives set out in the Town Master Plan, the
following section is hereby adopted by the voters of the Town of
Winchester in the Town Meeting convened on March 14, 1989 (Warrant
Article 2). :

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this section is to encourage reasonable flexibility in the
development of tand for residential purposes, to promote the development
of land for residential purposes, to promote the most efficient use of land
and to preserve significant natural and man-made features and open space
in the design and development of residential projects. The specific
objectives of these provisions and the general standards with which all
proposed Planned Residential Development shall comply are: .

1. Promote the conservation of the natural environment and the
development of land in harmony with the natural features of the
specific site proposed for development.

2. ‘Preserve the natural beauty of existing rural roads, farmlands,
woodlands and cultural features which ‘gives the Town much
identity. '

3. Promote economy and efficiency in the design, construction and :
maintenance of any new roads and utilities for the developer, the

Town, and the residents of the proposed development.

4, Provide usable open space and recreation areas for the enjoyment of
the residents of the development and the Town as a whole.

5. Avoid development of lands which by virtue of excessive slopes,
wetness, flood hazard or similar conditions are wunsuitable for

residential use.

6. Promote -a wide range of housing opportunities for individuals and
families of various ages and economic circumstances.

7. Provide an efficient and expedient regulatory procedure while
assuring high quality design, engineering and site planning.

8. Protect the health, safety and welfare of present and future residents
of the Town.
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Planned Residential Development

STANDARDS AND CRITERIA:

1. Planned Residential Developments be approved in Agricultural and
‘Residential Zoning Districts only.

2. The minimum parcel size for any Planned Residential Development
shall be not less than ten (10) acres.

3. Any parcel proposed for a Planned Residential Development shall
meet‘the minimum frontage requirement according to zone on an
approved street. '

4. The maximum allowable density in any Planned Residential
Development shall be calculated as follows:

TOTAL area (square feet or acres) of parcel MINUS area of all undeveloped
lands which shall include all surface waters on the parcel, all lands with
slopes of 25% or greater and all lands designated as wetlands or floodplain
in Paragraph D. 2. (a) of this article EQUALS total developable area.

TOTAL developable area |
MINUS area of all street and/or road rights-of-way within the development.

DIVIDED by the minimum lot size for the district in which the project is
located as -specified in the Zoning Ordinance EQUALS the maximum
number of dwelling units permitted (rounded to the nearest whole

number).

5. Minimum lot size, frontage, setback and other dimensional
requirements specified in the Zoning Ordinance and/or Subdivision
Regulations may be modified or waived by the Planning Board,
within the Planned Residential Development provided that the
Planning Board, after review of the required application materials,
finds: that the proposed use is consistent with the objectives

outlined in this article.

6. Permitted wuses and housing types in a Planned Residential
Development shall be limited to those which are permitted in the
Zoning District in which the parcel is located.

7. Not less than 25% of the area of any Planned Residential
Development shall be dedicated as permanent open space for the
use and enjoyment of the development's residents and/or the
general public. All lands defined as undevelopable in Paragraph C.
shall be dedicated as permanent open space in addition to the
above 25% requirement, but may not be used to satisfy said
requirement. Neither shall areas such as common clubhouses,
swimming pools, tennis courts, parking lots or other man-made
amenities be included in such required open space. All such open
space shall be maintained in its natural state and utilized solely for

passive recreational purposes.

(2]
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Planned Residential Development

8. To provide an adequate transition between the development and
abutting lands or public roadways, all Planned Residential
Developments shall provide for a landscaped perimeter buffer with
a minimum depth of not less than one hundred (100) feet from all
property lines of the original parcel. With the exception of roads or
streets which provide primary access to the site, this perimeter
buffer shall be retained in its natural state or if required by the
Planning Board shall be supplemented with additional natural

vegetation.

9. In a Planned Residential Development, all required open space and
perimeter buffers as well as common recreational facilities, private
roadways, utilities, and other common amenities not included with
individual units, shall be held, managed and maintained by the
developer until such time as it is owned in one or more of the

following ways:

(a) In common by all owners of the tract (such as a Homeowners
Assoctation) for the control and maintenance of such

common areas.

{b) By the Town of Winchester which may at any time accept
dedication of any open space and/or roadway meeting Town
specification for perpetual public use and maintenance.

(c) By Conservation Trust or other private conservation
organization which will ensure that such areas will be held

in perpetuity as open space.

10. °  All agreements, deed restrictions, organizational documents fand
any other method of ownership and management of common lands
shall be approved by the Planning Board after review and comment
by Town Counsel as to legal form, content and enforceability.

11. Each dwelling unit within the Planned Residential Development
shall ha\{e reasonable access to such common facilities and Jands.

D. PROCEDURE:

1. Applications for a Planned Residential Development shall be
submitted to the Planning Board and shall be processed in
accordance with the procedures set out in the Subdivision
Regulations. In the event that the Planned Residential Development
is proposed to contain multi-family residences or non-residential
facilities, the provisions of the Site Plan Review Regulations shall

also be applicable.

2. A completed application for a Planned Residential Development
shall contain at minimum the following infoermation and shall not be
processed by the Planning Board until such time as all required
information is submitted:
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Planned Residential Development

As of March

{e)

A Plan showing all of the information required on a complete
division plan as specified in the Winchester Subdivision
Regulations along with the following additional information:

(1 Soil characteristics as indicated on the Winchester
Soil Maps prepared by the USDA Soil Conservation
District. ‘

{2} Floodplain boundaries as indicated on the Winchester

Flood Hazard Boundary Maps.

(3) The proposed location of all buildings, utility -
facilities, roadways, driveways, parking areas,
recreation facilities, drainage facilities and any other
manmade improvements. :

T

(4) Calculations indicating the number of units permitted
on the tract as specified in Section Il of ARTICLE IHI-A -
and the number of units proposed in the Development.

(5) Location and dimensions of all required open space,
perimeter buffers, undevelopable lands as herein ’
defined and calculations indicating that the open
space requirements of this Ordinance have been met.

Typical elevation:drawings and floor plans of all proposed.
buildings.

A Landscaping Plan indicating the existing vegetation to be
retained and that to be removed as well as the type, size and
numbers of all proposed new plantings, vegetation, signs,
exterior lighting and other landscaping features.

Current names and mailing addresses of all abutters to the .
parcel. ‘

A Timetable for completion of the Planned Residential
Development.

Prior to final approval of any Planned Residential Development, the
Planning Board shall ascertain that adequate provisions have been
made by the developer to assure the proper functioning of the
development including but not limited to the following:

(a)

(b)

Traffic safety, circulation and access including adequacy of
adjacent public streets, entrances and exits, traffic flow, sight
distances, curb cuts, turning fanes, and existing oOf
recommended signalization. '

Pedestrian safety and access.

Off-street parking and loading facilities. At least two (2)
parking spaces shall be provided for each dwelling unit.
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